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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: Academic independence means the implementation
of academic and research activities independently and without dependence on the
overnment or government policies. With academic independence, universities will
e able to look for new ways of teaching and research, and with self-confidence and
without any restrictions, address the issues that exist in the society and propose new
solutions. The purpose of the present research was to determine the components of
academic independence in the universities of Mazandaran province.

Methodology: The current applied research was conducted with a qualitative
approach in 2023 in Mazandaran province. The statistical Eopulation of professors
of universities of medical sciences in the first region, which was for the purpose of
designing a questionnaire, was selected by using the purposeful sampling method
and taking into account the saturation law, to the number of 20 people. It was
designed and finalized in the qualitative part through the Delphi method and in 3
rounds of expert opinions through 70-minute semi-structured interviews and
examination of themes and study of theoretical foundations. To analyze the data,
confirmatory factor analysis and structural equations were used in the form of SPSS
and PLS software.

Results: Among the components of academic independence, the component of
organizational skills and the component of using technology were the most
important components in academic independence from the perspective of the
participants in the research.

Conclusion: The principle of academic independence means that the university is
independent from political and social interference in academic decisions and
activities. Academic independence allows the university to adhere to its academic
concepts and ideologies independently and without interference from politics and
other pressures. As a place of education and research, the university must adhere to
international and ethical standards, and this responsibility rests with the university.
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