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ABSTRACT

Introduction: The internationalization of higher education is considered one of the
key factors in the development of this sector. In this context, the process of
educational and cultural cooperation plays a significant role. This process includes
interactions between universities, research institutions, and other educational
organizations both domestically and internat_ionallﬁ/, facilitating and accelerating
learning, research, and knowledge transfer. Given the rapid advancement of higher
education globalization, the role of mediation in this process is highly important. The
present study aims to examine the process of educational and cultural cooperation and
the mediating role in the internationalization of higher education.

Methodology: This study is a systematic review. Keywords relevant to the topic were
selected based on the MESH standard, and searches were conducted in various
databases, including SID, Iran Medex, PubMed, Google Scholar, Cochrane, Scopus,
Web of Science, Uptodate, and Magiran. Keywords such as "educational
management,” “internationalization,” "educational cooperation,” and “cultural
development™ were used in the time frame from 2000 to 2023. From an initial set of
30 articles, after a three-phase screening and applying exclusion criteria, 22 articles
were selected for final analysis.

Results: The results showed that international interactions in the field of education
and research lead to improved quality of education and research, entrepreneurship
development, and the enhancement of academic and technical levels of universities.
Additionally, six key factors influencing the internationalization of higher education
were identified. These include the effects of globalization, international cultural
policies, and the impact of culture on foreign policy.

Conclusion: Overall, the findings of this study indicate that the mediating role in the
process of internationalizing higher education is crucial. Mediation activities
significantly contribute to improving education and research, personal and economic
development of societies, and enhancing the quality of higher education. It is
suggested that in order to strengthen international scientific cooperation and cultural
policy-making in higher education in Iran, the identified components be considered.
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