New Higher Education Research and Knowledge

Journal Homepage: www. NHERK it

Review Article

New Higher Education Research and Knowledge , 2 (2), 2023

An Overview of Smart Contracts in Higher Education Management

a

and Legal Challenges

Amir Hasannia®, Vali Eslami®

. Master of Private Law, Member of the Mazandaran Province Judiciary Lawyers Center, Sari, Iran

b, Faculty of Law (Faculty of Civilization and World Studies), Cha.C.,Islamic Azad University,, Iran

ARTICLEINFO

Keywords:

Smart contracts,
Higher education
management.
Legal challenges,

Received:

03 April 2024
Received in revised
form:

30 April 2024
Accepted:

04 May 2024
Published:

21 May 2024

Pp.1-14

ABSTRACT

This article reviews smart contracts in higher education management and legal
challenges. Smart contracts in higher education management face challenges such
as the lack of laws compatible with blockchain technologies, ambiguity in
authentication, and legal liability. Addressing these challenges requires the
development of new legal frameworks and cooperation between universities,
legislators, and technology experts. Challenges such as protecting user privacy,
security of educational information, and the lack of specific judicial procedures to
review disputes arising from these contracts indicate that the introduction of smart
contracts into higher education requires the development of new legal, technical,
and ethical frameworks. To achieve safe and reliable use of this technology, close
cooperation between legislators, technology experts, and university administrators
will be an undeniable necessity. Articles were searched based on the Persian
keywords; smart contracts, higher education management, legal challenges, and
the English equivalents of these keywords in reputable databases and citations,
including PubMed, Web of Science, Scopus, Google scholar, Science Direct, SID,
and Magiran. All original articles were collected and reviewed for inclusion in the
study. Screening criteria were applied in three stages by applying word and
exclusion criteria; 24 articles were found at the beginning of the search, 6 articles
were excluded from the study in the screening stage (first 4 stages), and at the end
of the screening stage, 18 articles related to the study purpose remained, which
were content evaluated and included in the study. Smart contracts can help improve
transparency and efficiency in higher education management, but ongoing legal
challenges prevent their full exploitation. Removing these obstacles requires legal
reforms and multilateral engagement among stakeholders.
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