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ABSTRACT

Background and Obijectives: The Islamic Republic of Iran’s educational system is based on two main
institutions: the seminary and the university, each of which plays a key role in training human resources,
producing knowledge, and shaping the country's socio-cultural discourse.

Methodology: This research was conducted using a qualitative method and a comparative-analytical
approach. Two main methods were used to collect data: first, document analysis, which included
reviewing laws, regulations, and upstream documents such as the constitution, the statutes of the seminary
and the university, the policies of the Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution, and the country's
comprehensive scientific map. These documents were subjected to qualitative content analysis using
MAXQDA software. Second, semi-structured interviews were conducted with a purposive sample of 18
university professors in the fields of law, jurisprudence, and higher education, seminary administrators,
and high-level students of the seminaries of Qom and Mashhad. After implementation, the interviews
were examined using the content analysis method.

Findings: The results indicated profound structural and functional differences between seminaries and
universities in the Iranian educational system. On the one hand, seminaries, relying on jurisprudential
tradition and historical independence, have a self-founded system that relies on religious aspects, the
legitimacy of which is rooted in religious authority. On the other hand, universities operate within the
government laws and global scientific standards framework and are subject to official supervisory
systems.

Conclusion: The results showed that the structural and functional differences between seminaries and
universities in Iran, while maintaining the diversity and independence of these institutions, have created
important challenges in harmonizing the educational system. Seminaries, by maintaining their traditional
and self-founded structure, have remained the center of production and promotion of religious
knowledge, while universities, by linking to the international scientific system, play a pivotal role in the
scientific development of the country.
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