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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives:  The present study aimed to investigate the effect of professional
identity with a hidden curriculum approach on the moral intelligence of students in universities in
Mazandaran province in order to present a model. This study sought to identify the dimensions of
professional identity with a hidden curriculum approach and rank them and their effect on students'
moral intelligence, as well as to examine the fit of the model.

Methodology: This study was applied in terms of purpose and was of mixed data type (qualitative
and quantitative), of the type of exploratory sequential design and in terms of cross-sectional time,
and in terms of data collection method in the qualitative section, the grand theory method was used
to analyze in-depth interviews with experts and extract common themes. In the quantitative section,
the current situation was examined in a descriptive-survey manner using a researcher-made
questionnaire. The participants in the qualitative section included 20 people, 12 of whom were
selected from experts in the field of professional identity with a hidden curriculum approach. In the
quantitative part, 380 students from universities in Mazandaran province were selected as a
statistical sample from a total of 47,507 people based on the Krejci and Morgan table in terms of
academic units.

Results:  The findings show that causal conditions (with a coefficient of 0.752), contextual
conditions, pivotal phenomenon (with a coefficient of 0.743), and intervening conditions (with a
coefficient of 0.603) have a significant effect on professional identity. Also, strategic and
consequential factors (with a coefficient of 0.491) also play an important role in this process.

Conclusion:  The proposed model has a good fit and the evaluation indicators indicate moderate
to strong predictive power in explaining the relationships between professional identity variables
and moral intelligence. Professional identity significantly affects students' moral intelligence,
especially in the dimensions of responsibility and compassion. Hidden curricula and improved
educational conditions can help simultaneously strengthen students' professional identity and moral
intelligence.
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