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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: The expansion of emerging technologies and the advent of the metaverse
have brought significant transformations to the structures, functions, and ethical dimensions of
universities, highlighting the need to reconsider the philosophical foundations and values governing
higher education. In this context, the Critical Theory of the Frankfurt School, emphasizing the critique
of technological domination, instrumental rationality, and power relations, and Islamic thought, focusing
on justice, human dignity, responsibility, and moral development, offer valuable perspectives for
examining ethical challenges in universities. This study aimed to conduct a comparative analysis of
university ethics in the metaverse era from the perspectives of Frankfurt School Critical Theory and
Islamic  thought, identifying their similarities, differences, and practical implications.

Methodology: This study employed a systematic review and comparative analysis approach. Relevant
literature was searched using keywords related to university ethics, metaverse, higher education,
Frankfurt School, Critical Theory, and Islamic thought, along with their Persian equivalents. Searches
were conducted in PubMed, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, SID, and Magiran
databases. Following a three-stage screening process and the application of inclusion and exclusion
criteria, 19 relevant national and international articles were selected for analysis. Extracted data were
categorized according to ethical concepts, philosophical foundations, and educational and social
implications.

Results: The findings revealed that despite their epistemological and philosophical differences, both
perspectives share fundamental principles, including educational justice, human dignity, criticism of
technological domination, critical awareness, and equitable access to digital technologies. However,
Frankfurt School Critical Theory primarily emphasizes criticizing structures of domination and
instrumental rationality, whereas Islamic thought focuses on moral responsibility, spiritual values, and
holistic human development. A critical integration of these perspectives may help address challenges
such as privacy, digital identity, and educational inequality.

Conclusion: Integrating insights from Critical Theory and Islamic thought can provide a theoretical
foundation for developing ethical frameworks for universities in the metaverse era. Such frameworks,
emphasizing justice, human dignity, accountability, and ethical oversight of technology, can contribute
to more human-centered and responsible higher education.
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