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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives:  The development and improvement of higher education quality are
among the fundamental priorities of educational policymakers in Iran. Urban management, as a key
component of local planning and development, can contribute to enhancing higher education
quality by providing educational infrastructure, improving urban facilities, facilitating access to
essential services, and strengthening institutional interactions. Effective collaboration between
urban management authorities and universities can promote optimal resource utilization, expand
scientific and research capacities, and improve responsiveness to societal needs. This study aimed
to investigate the role of urban management in improving the quality of higher education in Iran
and identify effective strategies in this regard.

Methodology: This study employed a systematic review approach. Relevant literature was
searched using Persian keywords, including urban management, educational quality, higher
education in Iran, students, and faculty members, along with their English equivalents. Searches
were conducted in PubMed, Web of Science, Scopus, Google Scholar, ScienceDirect, SID, and
Magiran databases. Initially, 24 articles were identified. Following a three-stage screening process
and the application of inclusion and exclusion criteria, eight articles were excluded, leaving 16
relevant studies for content evaluation and final analysis. Extracted data were categorized according
to urban infrastructure, educational planning, resource allocation, institutional coordination, and
higher education service quality.

Results: The findings indicated that urban management can contribute to improving higher
education quality through infrastructure development, improved transportation and university
accessibility, support for cultural and research facilities, investment facilitation, and stronger
collaboration between universities and executive organizations. Furthermore, integrated urban
planning, optimal resource allocation, stakeholder participation, and continuous monitoring of
development programs were identified as important factors influencing educational service quality.

Conclusion: ~ Urban management can create favorable conditions for improving higher education
quality through coordinated policies, supportive infrastructure development, and strengthened
university—municipality collaboration. Therefore, developing joint strategic programs between
universities and urban management institutions, emphasizing sustainable development and regional
needs, is essential..
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