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ABSTRACT

Background and Objectives: To respond to developments in higher education, universities of
medical sciences require visionary and participatory leadership. Visionary leadership grounded in
a postmodern approach—by articulating a vision and embracing diverse perspectives—can
facilitate the enhancement of university performance. Therefore, the overarching aim of this study
is to examine the impact of visionary leadership (with a postmodern approach) on the improvement
of educational quality, academic autonomy, and internationalization within the universities of
medical sciences in Macro-Region 1.

Methodology:  This study was applied in nature and employed a descriptive-survey methodology.
The statistical population consisted of 1,851 individuals—including unit managers, deputy heads,
faculty deans, department heads, and academic staff—from the medical sciences universities of
Macro-Region 1; a sample of 320 participants was selected using stratified random sampling based
on Cochran's formula. Data collection utilized a researcher-developed "Visionary Leadership"”
questionnaire (postmodern approach, 91 items), the "Educational Quality" questionnaire by
Sadeghi et al. (2017) (53 items), a researcher-developed "Academic Autonomy" questionnaire (60
items), and a researcher-developed "Internationalization" questionnaire (50 items). The validity and
reliability of the instruments were confirmed, and structural equation modeling was used for data
analysis.

Results:  Visionary leadership with a postmodern approach has a positive and significant impact
on educational quality, academic autonomy, and the internationalization of medical sciences
universities in Macro-Region 1, and the proposed model demonstrates a good fit. Furthermore,
visionary leadership with a postmodern approach exerts the greatest influence on educational
quality (standardized coefficient: 0.716).

Conclusion: Visionary leadership has the greatest impact on educational quality; therefore,
strengthening the components of visionary leadership can be effective in improving the
performance of medical sciences universities.

Golafshani, A. & Salehi, M. (2024). The Impact of Visionary Leadership with a Postmodern Approach on the
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